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WOW! BORDERTOWN!  

 
 

HAVING FUN AT BORDERTOWN, WISH YOU WERE HERE! 
 

Great weather, great facilities and ground support, and a good rollup of VGA 
members sealed the success of Bordertown 2005! Fourteen sailplanes from three 
States made the journey to Bordertown, and over fifty pilots, crew and visitors 
enjoyed all the pleasures  and ambience that vintage gliding has to offer. Flights were 
made to  11,600 feet, 330 kms and over 5 hours. Blue sky thermals, unlimited 
visibility and light winds persisted on most days. All launching was by the two-drum 
winch, handled skillfully by the Bordertown-Keith Gliding Club members. 
 



GARY CROWLEY AND CALEB WHITE’S IMMACULATE MK 4 KOOKA 
       Sailplanes attending were:- 
Golden Eagle GFC with Alan Patching 
Ka4 IKK owned by VGA and flown by many 
VGA members and friends 
Olympia  GFW with Keith & Edna Nolan and 
Ged Terry, who came all the way from the UK 
Woodstock HNW with Mal Bennett 
Grunau Baby II GDN with Leigh Bunting 

 
           PETER BROOKMAN PHOTO 
Boomerang GTK with Lyle Whitfield 
Boomerang GTR owned by Theo Van 
Alkemade and flown by Ian Patching 
Shortwing Kooka GNZ with Gary Crowley 
and Caleb White 
GB4 GHK with David Howse and Rosie 
Duster HDT with Peter Raphael 
ESKa6 GNB with Dave & Jenne Goldsmith 
Super Arrow TJ with Emilis Prelgauskas 
ES57 Kingfisher GKN with Ian Patching 
Boomerang GDU with Philip and Loes Beale 
          Other members and visitors included: 
Terry Whitford, Geoff Lucas, Alan and 
Margaret Delaine, Ralph “Feathers” 
Crompton, Grant Mockunas, Kiernan 
Patching, Geoff Hearn, Frank Smith, Kevin 
Sedgeman and Ann, Doug Cole, Fred & Pat 
Foord, Gerry and Cill Rim, Kevin Barnes and 
Brian Stopp. 
          John Viney arrived in a Dimona, and 
Graeme Betts in a Cherokee. Other visiting 
aircraft  included a Chipmunk and a Luton 
Minor. Keen modelers within our group kept 
everyone entertained during calm periods. 

                   PETER BROOKMAN PHOTOGRAPY 
        Contact pmak@lm.net.au 

 
On Sunday 9th January, at briefing, 

the Geoff Gifford Trophy was presented by 
Ian Patching to Peter Champness for a Foka 
5 flight of 315 km, the longest flight of four 
entries. Flights at the rally are not eligible for 
this trophy. Flying at the rally commenced in 
earnest, with a two hour task being set. Keith 
Nolan in his famous Olympia “Yellow Witch” 
won the day with 153 kms on handicap. 
There were 32 launches for the day. 
 

 
PETER COLLECTS THE GEOFF GIFFORD TROPHY 
 

Monday saw good weather with a 
moderate westerly drift and again a 2 hour 
task was set. Ian Patching burnt around 200 
km in 2 hours in the Boomer TR, and Dave 
Goldsmith flew 330 km in 5 hours 30 mins in 
the Ka6 NB, sharing equal first prize on 
handicap. There were seven cross-countries 
and Peter Raphael reached 11,600 feet 
during a 104 km jaunt in the Duster, HDT. 

Briefing Tuesday was interrupted by a 
call for stronger tie-downs as a hot North-
Westerly wind became more boisterous! A 
non-flying day was declared and four 
carloads went to visit Emilis’s museum at 



Monarto. Temperatures soared to over 40, 
and the small number left behind toiled to  
protect the gliders as the wind became even  
stronger and more gusty. Fortunately no 
damage was done. 

Wednesday was calm early but the 
South-Westerly stream built up. Emilis and 
Keith set off for a struggle, but in the end no 
contest reports were entered. 

Thursday was better and a number of 
pilots set off on the task. Mal Bennett won the 
day in the Duster with a flight of 162 km on 
handicap, and local soaring was enjoyed by 
many. 

Friday morning’s temperature trace 
foretold a disappointing day, and rain was 
forecast for the afternoon. Some launches 
were done in the morning before the gliders 
were secured for wet weather. In the late 
afternoon and overnight some light rain fell. 

Saturday was better and local flights 
of up to four hours and to about 5,000 feet 
were enjoyed, before the gliders were de-
rigged ready for Sunday’s trip home. 

On Saturday evening at the wind-up 
dinner the menu included lamb-on-a-spit, a 
culinary masterpiece to cap off the wonderful 
meals provided throughout the week. The 
VINTAGE TIMES raffle for Martin Simons’ 
book “Sailplanes 1945-1965” was drawn by 
Edna Nolan, the winning ticket belonging to 
David Craddock, a VGA member from Epping 
NSW, who has published a series of books 
on Australian gliding history. 
  

 
 RALPH CROMPTON PRESENTS THE “FEATHERS”   
 ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD TO GARY CROWLEY 
 
The following prizes were awarded:- 
Feathers Encouragement Award went to 
Gary Crowley. The VGA Choral Society 
serenaded Gary’s bride, Merran, who is 
unwell, by phone for her 50th Birthday! 

 
Best Single-seater:  Duster, HDT, Peter 
Raphael. 
 

 
Best-Maintained Schneider aircraft: ESKa6 
GNB Dave and Jenne Goldsmith 

 
Vintage Tasks:- Ist Ian Patching, Boomer 
    close - 2nd Keith Nolan, Olympia 
    3rd Dave Goldsmith, Ka6 
    4th Leigh Bunting, GBII 

 
 
KEVIN SEDGEMAN PRESENTS THE BEST SINGLE  
      SEATER AWARD TO PETER RAPHAEL 
 



  28th Annual General Meeting 
 
OFFICEBEARERS All officebearers from the 
last year were re-elected unopposed. 
 
VGA PRESIDENT Alan Patching highlighted 
some maintenance concerns while advising 
that more gliders are being returned to 
service. Special mention was made of the 
procedure for claiming the reduced “Historic 
Glider Airworthiness Administration Fee”. 
Please contact Alan well before your renewal 
is required. Approved gliders are permitted to 
fly on ten days per year in addition to our rally 
and other GFA sanctioned events such as 
Old-Timer’s Week. He emphasized co-
operation with the Australian Gliding Museum 
and the benefits to both organisations, such 
as the display of the ES50 Club twoseater at 
the GFA Annual General Meeting. The 
Annual Rally at Bacchus Marsh was 
successful despite some poor weather. 
Current membership is approximately 100. 
Alan observed that the International Vintage 
Club is now the largest gliding club in the 
world, with 1,000 members. We have been 
invited to participate in the IVSM 2005 at 
Elmira, New York, and GFA have offered 
financial assistance. Alan acknowledged the 
support given by all members, and also 
thanked the newsletter editors for their 
efforts. He wished everyone safe and 
enjoyable gliding for the coming year. 
 

 
                A WONDERFUL DINNER! 
Heartfelt thanks are due to Organiser Ian 
Patching for the hard work and good humour  
he put into ensuring the smooth running of 
activities. 

The cheerful efforts and efficiency of 
the host club members, who worked tirelessly 
on the myriad of tasks needed to 
accommodate, provide meals and licenced 
bar service, run the winch operation and keep 
everything spotlessly clean were greatly 
appreciated by all visitors. Main participants 
were:- 
Markus Trnovsky  Catering coordinator 

Brian Gerhardy         
Steve Steer            Cooking 
Bruce Gaskell        main winch driver 
Geoff Tremain        Winch 
Brentyn Koch 
Peter Brookman 
Terry Ryan     Cooking - BBQ's & Webber 
Geoff Mackereth 
Brian Stopp (former member- now Adelaide 
Soaring Club)    Time keeping in 'pie cart' 
 Those above not specifically mentioned were 
mainly helping with ground handling,  catering 
or bar. Peter Brookman also  provided 
spectacular photos for purchase.  
Thanks to them all! 
 

 
     SOON TO BE MARRIED, DAVID & ROSIE 
 
LETTERS 
   From Ron Geake 
Dave 
Thank you for your Seasons Greetings and I 
trust that you and your family also enjoy a 
merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 
Chinchilla was a very successful Club Camp 
(9 gliders ) with some very good flights - we 
set up a weather station for morning briefings 
and a computer using SeeYu for post flight 
analysis. 

The Auster MSP which I ferried to 
Chinchilla did all the launching and handles 
even the Janus two-up fully loaded with ease. 
That was the good news - a friend had 
offered to drive my van and trailer as I was in 
the Auster - he arrived much later than 
anticipated - just as we were getting anxious - 
said he had a flat tyre – however when I 
looked at the Trailer it was all lop-sided - he 
had actually run off the road probably due to 
a rough edge and hit a low culvert - the 
Trailer was fitted with two independent rubber 
suspension units one of which was driven up 
and jammed against the side of the Trailer – 



the tailplane had been dislodged from its 
cradle and there was damage to the towbar 
attachment on the Van.  

Carl Mengersen and I rebuilt the 
Trailer with a new sub-assembly 
incorporating cross members, springs axle 
etc. which was sourced in Dalby. 

We got it finished in time to tow the 
Boomerang home which I did myself. I still 
say it was a successful Club Camp - I will try 
again next year. 
                                                Ron Geake 
 
                                      From Rob Moore 
Thanks for the work you do on the Vintage 
Times, it is a great read. 

I should have realized and got a plug 
in for the 60th birthday celebrations of the 
Adelaide Soaring Club on the 6th of 
November. Yes it does clash with the 75th 
anniversary of gliding celebrations to be held 
at Murray Bridge but I intend to fit both events 
in my calender that weekend. 

We are having a dinner Saturday 
night so if you cannot get into the dinner at 
Murray Bridge I would love to see some of my 
old buddies at Gawler. Let me know if you 
wish to book. 

Incidentally GFA has provided a grant 
to help some of the Aussie Contingent go to 
the Vintage meeting in Harris Hill, Elmira, 
N.Y. 

The Gliding Museum rigged the Club 
Two Seater in the foyer of the GFA AGM 
meeting room which attracted a lot of 
attention and provided good PR for the 
group. A lot of thanks must go to those 
dedicated fellows who gave up their time to 
rig and de rig the beast. 
                                    Regards, Rob Moore 
 
 
                         From The Netherlands                
David, 

Just received the new address for 
mailing the "Spandraad". I have informed 
Sylvia van Aalst, our editor, to use that new 
address in the future. 

We enjoy receiving the Vintage 
Times! The digital version of the Vintage 
Times will be sufficient. I forward that version 
to our board members. 
 Thanks and good luck, Henk van der Heyden 
EDITOR’S NOTE  
See  the website of the Vintage Glider 
Association  (VHZ) of The Netherlands        
http://www.zweefhist.nl  An excellent website 
– just click on the English button. 
 
 

Coming events 
Vintage Kiwi-North, Taupo, New Zealand 
      Sat 29th Jan to Sat 5th Feb 05 
Vintage Kiwi-South, Nelson Lakes, South    
    Island  Sat19th to Sat 27th Feb 05 
 
 
Old Mates Week at Benalla - New Dates! 
From AIRFLOW, GCV Newsletter 
The dates given previously for 'Old Mates 
Week' have been changed to avoid clashing 
with the Australian International Air Show at 
Avalon, and Easter. 

The 75 GCV Anniversary year 
gathering of 'Old Mates' event, for both 
blokes and birds, will be: 

7-11 March, 2005 
You may recall that its a time when 

the fierce bite of the sun has receded, but 
with the warm ground readily spawning 6-
10kt thermals by mid afternoon.  A wide 
range of 2 seater aircraft will be on hand, so 
irrespective of recency, failing eyesight, 
expanding girth, and receding hairline the aim 
is to get all airborne.  The format will be as 
previous with the Wednesday night dinner 
and bus trip the following day expected to be 
a sell out.  Pencil the date in your diary now, 
and don't lose the diary! In any case you will 
be reminded again. Editor’s note: YLAs 
(Young Lay-abouts) are also welcomed at 
this event!) 
 
 The VGC UK National Rally 2005 at 
Challock, Kent. T21 Theme. It is the 21st 
to 28th May 05 with visitors welcome to 
stay for the remainder of the Bank 
Holiday week end if they want to. Kent 
Gliding Club, Contact Bob Lloyd  
(Home) Bob.Lloyd@ukgateway.net  
 
 
Rendevous Rally Oerlinghausen  
16th July -26th July 2005      
 Visit    www.flugplatz-oerlinghausen.de 
 
33rd VGC International Rally  Eggersdorf-
Muncheberg (just East of Berlin) 27 July - 6  
August 2005  
e-mail gliders-eggersdorf@t-online.de  
 
IVSM 2005  
20th – 27th August, 2005 
Harris Hill, Elmira, New York State. 
So far four members have expressed interest 
in representing Australia at this 5 yearly 
event. GFA are providing some support. 



ADELAIDE SOARING CLUB’S 
60TH BIRTHDAY 

 
                                               From Rob Moore 

The forecast of rain wind and another 
significant gliding event in South Australia 
could not dampen the enthusiasm of 200 
current and old Adelaide Soaring Club 
members gathering at the Gawler Aerodrome 
the celebrate the 60th birthday of the club on 
the 06 November 2004. 

The days events were to include, 
cross country flying and even a race for those 
who wished, a gliding skills competition for 
those who did not wish to leave the 
aerodrome, a fly in of Recreational aircraft 
from around the State, a fly past of various 
gliders and powered aircraft later in the day 
and of course passenger flights for those who 
wished. A group photo of all the Aircraft 
operating from the aerodrome was also 
arranged. 

 
   Foundation members Peter Killmier, Dr. Oliver 
Fuller, Kevin Sedgeman & Alan Delaine enjoying   
ASC’s 60th Birthday        GERRY RIM PHOTO 
 

Of course the weather had intervened 
and only the Fly pasts were able to go ahead 
in the calm of the evening. 

The fly pasts attracted lots of oohs 
and aahs from the 200 spectators and for 
gliders that are not normally aerobatic there 
were some very interesting manoeuvers. 

There was a dual tow with an LS3 and 
the club Ventus, both of which after the tow 
did a formation aerobatic routine that was 
excellent. 

Other aircraft in the fly past were the 
club Jabiru and a Technam, both recreational 
aircraft, a Pilatus B4, the AAFC G109, a 
Stemme S10, the club G103 and a Chipmunk 
that occasionally had its wheels pointing to 
the ground. 

All the other club gliders were in their 
trailers because of the weather and the 
hanger being used for the birthday dinner that 
night. 

The dinner in the evening was a grand 
affair celebrating our 60 years and also the 
club presentation night. 

A member who has a catering 
business did the catering, our house group 
loved this as they could sit and relax with 
everyone else, and even have a few drinks. 

There were 4 of the original club 
members in attendance at the dinner:- Peter 
Killmier, Alan Delaine, Kevin Sedgman and 
Dr Oliver Fuller. Other early members there 
were Noel Roediger, it is alleged he used to 
ride his tricycle across the road to the club at 
the age of 3, Aramous Dumptious, Gerard 
Swart, Curtis Deland and Geoff Horwood.  
We had a gliding world record holder at the 
dinner in the person of Sue Martin. Many 
other long established South Australian and 
Adelaide Soaring Club glider pilots were in 
the crowd of 170 people including seven 
young pilots under 18 attending the dinner. 

To me the highlight of the evening 
was a power point light show put together by 
the club historian Peter Killmier of the 
photographic history of the club from its 
inception to the early 1960’s. This was 
presented on a large screen as a slide show 
during the night. 

Gerry Rim and Cilla were the people 
who traveled the furthest to be at the event. 
Gerry was treated to a flight in the Jabiru for 
his sins; he has supplied the photographs of 
the day. 

I must thank Ken McGregor and his 
band of helpers for organizing this event and 
I hope on Saturday the 08 November 2014, 
take note SAGA, we have a 26 deg day with 
Cu and light winds. 
                                                    Rob Moore 
 
Vintage Glider Club (International) 
www.vintagegliderclub.org.uk 

 
Hutter 17 belonging to Dr. Nick Newton in UK 
who is planning Silver C distance flights for 
2005 - he said something about a downwind 
dash! He completed a five hour flight at 
Gliwice, Poland, last year during the 32nd 
Vintage Glider Club Rally. 

A story by Ray Ash about Hutter 17s 
in Australia appeared in the latest issue of the 
Vintage Glider Club News. 
 
 



    75 years of gliding - 
South Australia signpost 
 
  FROM EMILIS PRELGAUSKAS 
 
Early in 2004, arrangements began to make a 
thing within South Australia of the sport of 
gliding reaching its 75th milestone as an  
organised sport. This was seen as a golden 
opportunity to promote the sport as a whole  
as a senior member of the aviation field. 

The date was set early in November 
2004. This linked in with the time of year of 
early organised gliding in the state, and 
hopes for good weather for an outdoor event. 
Formal announcement included to clubs and 
state body, without imposing any obligation or 
cost on these. 

South Australia doesn't have the 
breadth of vintage activities that may be 
found in other places in Australia. It was 
heartening to get the support of the older 
gliders still operational - Steve Kittel with his 
H-17, Leigh Bunting with his Grunau, the 
syndicate Mk1 Kookaburra. 

The focus of the event was to place 
gliding in amongst an aviation wide context. 
So holding it on a gliding-only site was not 
where we wanted to be placed. 

We were fortunate to have Bill Antell, 
owner of the Pallamanna airfield 60km east of 
Adelaide, give enthusiastic support extending  
to covering insurances and so on. The airfield 
is home to motorgliders, ultralights and flight 
school. It is also used by many planes in 
transit to refuel or as a short term tie-down 
base. The people of the local branch of  
World Vision in the town came on  
board to provide food and refreshments as a 
fundraiser. 

Other vintage sympathetic gliding 
people offered support, permitting a flightline 
to be planned to extend from the early types 
to current generation types, about a dozen 
sailplanes in total. Normal support material in 
the form of logo, banners, signs, etc.  
were put together. Media support included 
community announcements on radio, web 
sites, industry magazines, with some formal 
paid advertising.  

In the lead up period directly before 
the weekend the weather turned foul. As a 
result the airfield area we wanted was still in 
use by a geo-survey plane and its fuel dump 
on temporary assignment in the area, the 
back up hangar area we'd been offered was 
full of pallets, all trapped from transport out by 
the weather.  

We called the event off on the Friday 
afternoon. Later advice was that the tug 
invited itself had engine problems at its base 
that weekend anyway. 

A range of positives came out of the 
organisation nevertheless.  A 3 page 
photo/text coverage on gliding was published 
by the metropolitan paper the week before, in 
amongst the wider media snippet coverage. 
- Beverley Matthews has compiled a CD 
holding electronic versions of much of the 
South Australian early gliding footage and 
slides, available for interested parties (ph. 08 
8552 4551). 
- Several hundred formal folder hand out 
information packs were collated which are 
suitable for on-going use. 

Because we know that promoting 
gliding has lingering effect; the inputs to this 
event, though unfulfilled directly, are 
expected to justify the up front effort in the 
medium term. 
 
Sadly…. 
We offer our condolences to Martin Simons, 
daughters Pat and Margaret and family on 
the passing of Martin’s wife Jean on 6th 
January, 2005. Jean has always been a big 
supporter of Martin’s gliding and she saw 
both her daughters learn to glide.  
 
Jean was brought up in England and was in 
her teens throughout the war years. She 
accomplished great academic achievements, 
in England and Australia, including two 
degrees, and lectured trainee teachers in the 
History and Sociology of Education. She 
applied her usual thorough approach to full 
time parenting, and immediately took up 
further academic studies when she was able 
to make time available, earning the title 
“Supermum”.  The family had emigrated to 
Adelaide in 1968. 
 
Jean has been fighting pancreatic cancer 
since September 2003, and died peacefully 
and without pain. She was 77. Jean and 
Martin celebrated their fiftieth wedding 
anniversary last year and she was present for 
her grandchildren’s Christmas. 
 
God Bless, and our thoughts are with her 
loved ones. She will be sadly missed. 
 
We also sadly report 
The death of our member and gliding stalwart 
Mike Valentine. We hope to have a report of 
Mike’s vintage gliding in the next issue. 



Trawling for stuff 
                from    EMILIS PRELGAUSKAS 
 

In the 1970's I started a habit of 
looking back through old gliding magazines 
when checking out aspects of gliding 
knowledge and lore. 

My late mum was a librarian, and with 
her help over a 7 year period we got together 
both a reasonably complete edition of 
'Australian Gliding' magazine, and a subject, 
title, author index for every article for the 
period. 

In the following years this collection 
expanded onward to collecting further 
multiple loose magazine issues as these 
became available, collating them into 
editions, and extending these box loads to 
others also interested in having gliding 
magazine editions to trawl through  
for useful stuff. 

Today on the home airfield at 
Monarto, South Australia, shed D is devoted 
to the task of holding one copy of as many 
diverse things gliding as we can get hold of. 
The editions of gliding magazines now span 
those from a number of countries, clubs and 
go beyond into sport aviation more generally. 
Separately, loose spare magazine issues are 
held in shed G, the main library building 
having no spare space for 'work room' 
functions any more. About a dozen editions 
around the country were added to in this  
way. 

Keith Willis has in recent years 
become increasingly involved in these 
activities. He lives 3 hours away, and spends 
time here when travel arrangements go 
nearby in any case. He has so far evolved his 
own collection, and been able to contribute  
to 9 sets held by others. 

He also in his wider travels searches 
out people and sources and asks about their 
boxes of past magazines. This search helps 
diminish the act of good stuff going to the  
dump when households are undergoing a 
move or spring clean. 

Early years of magazines were 
produced in small print runs, and thus the 
available remnant loose issues out there in 
club shelves and private household boxes 
are now rare and therefore to be cherished. 

Anyone coming across them, and in 
the process of junking gliding things for lack 
of space locally, are encouraged to let us 
know. 

Conversely, people who would like to 
take on representative magazine collections, 
equally are encouraged to contact us. 
To date this has gone into the hands of 
gliding clubs, gliding individuals, aviation 
historian, some libraries and the odd set to  
overseas interested parties. We'd like to keep 
as much of the past stuff in circulation as we 
can. For example, if the unthinkable 
happened to our own collection, we'd  
like to know that extensive sister collections 
are out there to keep gliding's knowledge 
base and history intact. 
 
Keith can be contacted 
(08) 8753 2306 
66 Railway Tc Wolseley 5269 
GliderKeith@bigpond.com 
 
my contacts are 
(08) 8534 4011 
PO Box 1 Bridgewater SA 5155 
emilis@emilis.sa.on.net 
 

Pics from:- 
SUNRAYSIA CLUB’S 50th ANNIVERSARY 
   PHOTOS BY GERRY RIM 

 
     KEITH NOLAN AND THE OLYMPIA 
  

 
              A BIG CELEBRATION! 
 
 



THE RESCUE OF A GRUNAU BABY 
         FROM LEIGH BUNTING 

 
    CAN LEIGH CREATE ANOTHER MIRACLE? 
 
I had heard that it was on its trailer, under a 
tarp, under a car port. Not a potentially good 
situtation in the Brisbane climate. 

In Brisbane on business in May 2003, 
I went to Al Gerber's place at Morningside 
and had a look at his collection. Well, I found 
that the Grunau was on its trailer, under a 
tarp in a closed shed and was not the pile of 
kindling that I thought it was. In fact it was 
largely intact. 

On departing from Al's place, I hinted 
that if he ever wanted to sell it to give me a 
call, thinking that it was a fairly safe bet it 
wasn't going to cost me anything. 

A call from Al in November 2003, 
meant that I was going to have to literally eat 
my words after he asked if I was still 
interested, however, we concluded a deal, 
depending on my wife's OK. I just had to 
figure out how I was going to tell her. That 
was the hardest bit. It took days to work 
through what I was going to say. When I did, 
all she said was, "Why so cheap?" Phew! I 
took that as an OK. 

It wasn't until after the summer in 
2004 that I planned to pick it up from 
Brisbane, on a weekend that I eventually 
decided could coincide with the Caboolture 
Airshow, to which I had always had a 
hankering to visit. 

So I had a 4500km retrieve to plan. I 
was glad that my Grunau trailer tows perfectly 
at any speed. In fact, I'm sure it would be 
neutral on the car handling up to close to the 
speed of sound. 

Bernard Eckey volunteered to come 
with me. It was 2½ days each way with 95% 
of the trip in mild, no-wind conditions. We 
were amazed that the weather on leaving 
Adelaide could be virtually identical in 
Brisbane. On the way up we called into the 
Lake Keepit mob and chewed the fat with 

them for a while and stayed with Brad 
Edwards that night. The hangar on his farm, 
with an ASK21, ASH25 and Pawnee tug 
filling a corner of it, would be the envy of most 
airfields. The concrete floor in it would 
break most clubs. But Brad is a regular and 
modest person. 

Having arrived in Brisbane and stuffed 
the Grunau into the trailer, we left it with Al, 
arranging to pick it up the following day after 
the Airshow. Leaving the car at the Geebung 
railway station, we trained it north to 
Caboolture, where the airshow organisers 
had free buses to the airfield. All very civilised 
and avoided the endless traffic jam that is 
a normal part of getting to and from an 
Airshow. 

Collecting my trailer from Al's, we 
proceeded to navigate through Brisbane to 
the western suburbs where we were staying 
with some mutual friends. However, only 
having a broadscale map of Brisbane, we 
finished up in a traffic jam, in the wrong lane 
facing up a hill, with an 8m trailer, outside the 
Gabba on a footy night, where the 
thermostatic fan on my engine decided to not 
work! 

Trying to prevent the engine from 
cooking itself to death, kept us very 
entertained for the next half an hour. I have 
also concluded that Brisbane town planning 
consisted of up-ending a cooked bowl of 
spaghetti on a very bumpy surface and giving 
every strand of spaghetti a road name and 
putting a set of traffic lights wherever they 
crossed. We both became hopelessly lost, so 
Bernard sat on his phone to our friends and 
they navigated us to their place. What a 
nightmare and no fun towing a long trailer. 

The next morning our friends were 
heading out to Darling Downs to do some 
flying and so were very relieved that they 
were able to lead us on to the Toowoomba 
freeway, otherwise we would have become 
hopelessly lost again. 

Otherwise it was a painless trip home. 
Trolling through the logbook showed 

that the constructor was an Alex Macky. The 
old exercise-book log sheets that pre-dated a 
log book commenced on the 19th May 1956. 
There are no details other than date and flight 
times, so whether that date was the date of 
first flight is a moot point at the moment. 

The log-book was commenced in 
June 1959. This seems to be the time when 
Southern Cross Gliding Club purchased it 
from ??. This Grunau replaced one that had 
been pranged. And so GLW continued to be 
flown by SCGC until March 1966 when it was 
purchased by the Forbes Soaring Club. They 



knew the aircraft as the log-book records 
several 'Forbes Camps' while with the SCGC. 

Around October 1967, it was 
purchased by a syndicate of Al Gerber, B 
Haseler and P Wood and flown until July 
1969 when the Beaudesert Gliding Club 
acquired it. 

It changed hands again in December 
1971 when it became the property of the 
Lismore Soaring Sydicate, the people behind 
this apparently being a B & P Henson. In Dec 
1972 it was purchased by a Rex Bevan and 
then again to Al Gerber in November 1975. It 
was never flown by Al as it was un-airworthy 
at the time of purchase and there hasn't been 
any improvement over the last 29 years. 
 

   
Leigh’s new Grunau Baby – information requested 
 
It has suffered at the hands of its pilots over 
the years with major repairs to wings and 
fuse. Those responsible for its maintenance 
from the time the SCGC purchased it include 
George Detto, Reg Todhunter, William D 
Malcolm, Eugene Blunt, a name I can't 
interprete but his Inspector number is Q26, 
Norm Tungate (?), M. J Elliot and more that I 
can't workout. 

The only weight figure in the 
documentation was in 1975 where the empty 
weight is 400 lbs, which is some 50 lbs over 
the normal mark. Upon getting the aircraft out 
of the trailer, the first thing I did was weigh 
the bits and pretty much confirmed that 
weight figure. Hence any restoration work will 
include working out an effective diet for the 
airframe, otherwise, with the current rules, 
only a jockey could ever fly it. 
 

There is a fair bit of woodwork to do, 
with the ailerons needing some serious 
attention and wing ribs etc requiring work. 
The cockpit has had water in it as evidenced 
by the tide mark and the bottom of the fuse in 
that area is fairly rotten. 

The aircraft is a 'modified' version. 
The ailerons appear similar to a GB2-shape 
but nothing like a GB2A or GB2B. The pylon 

has been made some 100mm wider to make 
a canopy a roomier fit around the head. The 
top of the nose has been rounded, Kooka-
style to make it easier to fit a canopy. The 
tailplane is 400mm shorter in span, with an 
altered elevator shape. I think that 10-ply was 
used on the D-nose as it is very solid. In fact, 
much of the aircraft may have been beefed-
up. Makes it a lot stronger doesn't it? Weight 
equals strength - farmer mentality, it seems. 

So, whether it will work out an 
economic repair/restoration job, I haven't 
determined at this stage. It depends on the 
weight I can get it down to after stripping, and 
with all the excess baggage removed and 
what remains as a bare airframe. Removing 
20kg might be a big ask, but 15kg would be a 
minimum. We shall see. 

Any rememberances from anyone on 
the aircraft history between 1956 (or earlier?) 
and late 1959 would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Articles held over for future issues:- 
 
The Quasimodo Caper, by Allan Ash 
 
The LO-150 mods, by Gary Sunderland  
 
Recollections, by Kevin Sedgeman 
 
Alice Springs, 1954 by Doug Cole 
 
A Pilgrimage to Booker, by Dave Goldsmith 
 
Book Review “Sailplane Stories” by Peter 
Selinger (New VGA member!) by Martin 
Simons 
 
Only a Local Flight, by Wal Stott 
 
Last Season with the Ka6 by Ralph Crompton 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

Thanks to our contributors, particularly 
those who responded to my SOS on “slow 
news days”. We still request news and 
current events, flights, rallies etc as they 
happen so we can keep VINTAGE TIMES up 
to date and topical. We prefer articles by 
email as they can be cut and pasted into the 
magazine.  

 We prefer photos to be on CD-R sent 
via post, please include suitable captions or 
the names of those starring! 

To get your name in our next 
publication – the Directory of Members – 
please ensure that you have already paid 
your October Subscription! If you have 
already paid – sign up a friend! Bye for now! 


